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Sorry to be tardy in answering your note of the 2nd.
Here's the general run~down on Soviet military proamotions
and personnel shifts since 8Stalin's death last March:

The Minister of Armed Forces since March 1953 - Bulgenin;
First Deputles -- Vasilevsky, Zhukov and Kuzuetzov (7).
#%. G. Kuznetzov was Admiral of the Fleet to Pebrusry 1948,
Jemoted to Vice Admiral at that time; re-promoted to Admirsl
according to Tess on 8 June. He was seen at the British coro-
astion on 2 June in & upiform of Admirsl of the Fleet -- a
two-Jjump promotion, in case Tass was wrong on 8 June. The
two- ump promotion is likely sinee he sppesrs after Marshal
shukov in listings and may well be & third First Deputy Minister.

Col.. Genersl Zhigarev, bead of the Soviet Alr Force, has
been propoted to Mershal of Avistion, sccording to Tase on
18 Septepber. Former Chief Mershsl of Aviation 5. M. Vershinin,
in obscurity for several yesrs, hes returned to proaminence
since July vhen he signed an obituasry; he is listed after
Zhigerev: his position is unknown.

Genersal M. I. Hedelin hes been promoted to Marehel of
Artillery sceording to Tass on 19 Beptember. He may be a
Deputy Minister of Armed Forces for Artillery and is believed
0 be head of the PVO (Anti-Aircraft Defense) organization.

In the crucial Moscow ares there have been three Importeant
phifts. The Commander of the Moscow Milltary District ls
gol. Gen. XK. 5. ¥oskalenko, replacing Col. Gen. P. 2. Artemev
about 22 July; Moskalenko signed an obituary ln Pravde on
22 July; Artemev &idn't. Prevds, for T November - the Revolution
Anniverssry - lists Moskalenko as in that post. He was formerly
Ohie? of PYO For the Moscow ayea. The Commandant of the City
ot Moscow is now Maj. Gen. I. 5. Koleanikov; he replaced Lt. (en.
%. R. Sinilov sometime around 1 September. He was mentioned by
Tass as attending s Bulgarien reception op 8 Beptember and was
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iisted in the post by Tass on 25 September. Haj. Gen., A. T+
Comrendant of the Kremlin Guaxd sometime before 7 Rovember
vwhen he was go listed in Pravds. This poat bas always been
held by MVD officers in the past sincg it controla the physicel
security of the Xremlin; Vedinin is a professional nilltary
aificer.

A clenr oase of Army entry into MVD posts occurred on
2 puguet vben Avmy M¥aj. Gen. A. Insuri veplaced MVD V. G.
Dekanozov as head of the MVD of the Oeorgisn S5R, s stronghold
of Stalin and Beria supporters. This wes noted in a MHoscow
brosdonst .

Maj. Gen. L. I. Brezinev was promoted to Lt. General
according to Tess on 21 August; he had replaced Admirsl
Zekharov a8 Chis? of the Havy's Political Directorate in Merch
1953. The Chief of the Political Directorate of the Armed
Forees ig Col. Gen. A. S, Zheltov. F. F. Kumnetwgov ls probably
#4111 the Chief of the Aymy's Politicel Dirvectorate.

Severs)l (enersls have enjoyed considersble prominence lately
asfter some period in cheowmrity -- there is Zhukov; of course,
who stayed in outer darkness as long as Staiin was alive., Another
Horld War II Mershel, I. 8. Komev has returned to the Limelight
by sipning Gen. Trofimenko's cbituary in Izvestia - 20 Gotobey,
sfter being out of ithe news at least since Junuary 1953. Col.
Gen., M. 8. ¥Malinin, Deputy Chief of Btaff under Mershal V. D.
Sokoloweky, was promoted to General accordlng to Tass on
1 Detober and has enjoyed & great prominence lately. He was a
merber of the Weslern Division of the World Wer XI General Steff
as was snother recently highlighted officer, General V. V. Kurasov,
uaad of the Voroshilov Acsdemy.

Cne Pormeriy prominent officer, General 5. M. Shtemenko,
formerly Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces, bhas dropped out of
sight since 23 February 1953, snd his present position iz um-
known.

The Chief of Btaff of the ¥svy, Admirel A. G. Golovko
sppears, from listinga, to have been replaced by Admirsl V.
%. Fokin who was promoted from Vice Admirsl sccording to Tass
on 1 Gotober.

Other shifts include Col. Gen. A. 1. Radzlevsky replescing
Marshal 8. I. Boglapov as Commander of the Tenk Troops sometime
in September; he signed the Tank Day article lIn Pravie on
13 September, & perguisite of the post of Commander. ILt.

Gen. K. ¥. Gritchin replaced Col. Gen. V. I. Kuzneteov as head
of gem)m {the eivil deTense organization) in July (in Pravds,
26 July).

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79S01057A000400010035-7



Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79501057A000400010035-7
. -

-3-

A mmder of shifts are delieved to have taken place this
sumser sod fall ameng the Oommanders of the Military Districts

in sddition to the shift in the Moseow Militery District.
Col. Qen, 8, G, Trofimenko, Commander of the North Caucasus
M0, 4ied in Ogtober; his obituary sppessed in Izvestls on
20 Optober. Of course, Zhukov vecated the Ural MD post last
spring. M%W,W%mmaé; -
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7T Bovember, Col. Qen. B. M. Popov was noted ss promoted to
Genarel and Comssnder of the Tauric MD in a Tass releas: for
the same day.

Eope this proves useful to you.

Bincerely,

s
s Amory, Jr.

Deputy Director/Intelligence
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